Discussion
In its diprotonated form, 2,4,6-trihydroxy-1,3-benzenediamine is not particularly sensitive to aerial oxidation. It represents an interesting building block for the preparation of cyclic polyaminopolyalcohols, aclass of compounds which could be used as versatile metal complexing agents [2, 3] . The crystal structure of the title compound can be described in terms of an extended, three dimensional network of hydrogen bonding. The following types of hydrogen bonds can be observed: i) two water molecules donate their hydrogen atoms exclusively to the sulfate oxygen atoms; ii) ammonium groups donate their hydrogen atoms either to awater molecule (O1W) or to the sulfate oxygen atoms; iii) phenolic hydroxy groups, acting only as hydrogen donors, donate their hydrogen atom either to sulfate oxygen atoms (O3, O5) or to the water molecule O2W (O1). 
Source of material
The title compound was prepared as described elsewhere [1] . Single crystals were grown from asaturated CCl 4 solution.
Experimental details
Positions of the C−Hh ydrogen atoms were calculated (riding model) with U iso fixed at 1.2 U eq (CH) or 1.5 U eq (CH 3 )ofthe corresponding carbon atom.
Discussion
The title compound was obtained as an intermediate in the synthesis of 2-hydroxyisophthalaldehyde [1] . This dialdehyde was subsequently used as ab ridging reagent for the connection of two partially protected triamine units [2] by reductive amination, yielding anew type of ametal complexing agent [3] . In the crystal structure, the 2,6-bis(dibromomethyl)phenyl acetate molecule adopts approximately C s symmetry. As expected, the six carbon atoms of the aromatic ring and the carbon and oxygen atoms of the acetate group together with C1 constitute each a virtually planar unit. The largest deviation of the mean planes is observed for C1 (0.028 Å from the mean plane of the aromatic six membered ring) and for C8 (0.010 Å from the mean plane defined by O7/O9/C1/C8/C10). The almost perpendicular orientation of these two planes (the interplane angle is 87.3°) is obviously enforced by the bulky dibromomethyl substituents in ortho position, and indicates that p-conjugation between the two moieties is not significant. 
